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FCRA Proposal to Reduce Anti-Social Roadside Overnight Sleeping 

Reference:  

Meeting: Richard Herrett (BCP Portfolio Holder), Steve Alves & Paul De Jonghe (FCRA Chairman 
& Vice Chairman) 3 March 2026. 

 

Introduction 

At the above meeting, concerns were raised by FCRA about the worsening impact of overnight 
campervan parking in Friars CliƯ that is now year-round but worst in summer. Richard acknowledged 
the issue and agreed to consider a solution proposed here by FCRA. The proposal is to introduce 
additional roadside signage across the area to state ‘No Sleeping in vehicles 9pm to 6am’ that would 
be installed concurrent with proposed BCP signage to align roadside and carpark parking seasonal 
timings. We understand this may be possible for combined implementation around March 2027. 

 

Issue and Discussion 

Year round, but especially during summer months, Avon Run Road, the Friars CliƯ beachside road 
closest to Avon Beach, is regularly filled overnight with campervans having groups of people on 
sleepovers. Sometimes the overnight camping spills over into side roads and other locations around 
Friars CliƯ. The people who sleep in the campervans are a mixed group: some are noisy, others aren’t, 
but most cause disturbance of one form or another, especially late at night and early in the morning 
with music, drinking, cooking and loud behaviour.  

The disturbances cause considerable stress to residents whose homes border where campervans 
park overnight, and for visitors who park to walk dogs, swim etc and use the beachside facilities in 
evenings and early mornings. In many instances, the short-term parkers are unable to park even 
briefly due to available space being constantly filled by large vehicles with overnight sleepers. 

In response, FCRA formed a Work Group to review the issue and collect evidence to document the 
disturbances and anti-social behaviour. This includes evidence of overnight campers: 

 Being rude/intimidating to passers by. 
 Spreading out chairs/tables on grass verges along the cliƯtop pathway. 
 Using the grass verge and bank as a public urinal/toilet due to their being no public 

convenience anywhere in the area. 
 Preventing, due to the size of their campervans (often of horsebox size), other people from 

parking their cars on the single yellow lines to walk dogs etc. 

 



A few photographs demonstrating the issues: 

     

   

To take two recent examples along Avon Run Road that demonstrate anti-social behaviour: 

 Example Issue 1: Overnight camper emptying a child’s potty on the grass verge next to the 
campervan. This was observed/photographed by the resident whose house was opposite. The 
campervan owner was abusive to the resident for taking the photo. 

   

This is not in any way an isolated case. Witnesses often see overnight campers urinating in 
public between the footpath and beach huts, and emptying campervan toilet cassettes in the 
bank behind the beach huts.  

 Example Issue 2: Verbal confrontation and intimidation caused by a late-night Domino’s pizza 
delivery man delivering pizza ordered by a camper using the resident’s actual home address as 
the delivery/collection point. This resulted in unpleasant, late-night argument/confrontation 
between the delivery man, the resident, and the angry overnight camper who had placed the 
order. 

 



Clearly, these issues and many more are rubbing points for disturbance, and unquestionably present 
Health & Safety issues caused by the lack of nearby sanitation. The problem has been around for 
many years but is worsening, as proven by the FCRAs collection of evidence. 

Proposal 

BCP is requested to place signs stating: ‘No Sleeping in vehicles 9pm to 6am’ across Friars CliƯ 
concurrent with single yellow line seasonal parking changes to align car park and street restrictions. 
This would follow the existing signage convention seen in other parts of BCP, for example as currently 
installed in Ledbury Road, Mudeford: 

    

The list of proposed roads that would make this work are at Appendix A, with the benefit of this action 
for BCP being: 

 Overnight campers will be encouraged to use the paid public car park nearby at Mudeford 
Quay where campervan overnight parking is permitted, facilities are available and there are no 
nearby houses. This provides some measure of control/oversight in a localised area whilst 
producing income generation to BCP. At the same time, it will alleviate the health and safety 
issues arising from overnight camping on highways. 
 

 Short duration morning/evening dog walkers, swimmers etc will be able to park easily and 
safely, which was an original intention for the single yellow line arrangement following the 
roadside safety TRO of 2022. In designing the TRO, the BCP TraƯic Team (Planning & Transport) 
stated the categoric requirement for a mix of single/double yellow lines to balance road safety 
requirements alongside disabled and short term out-of-area parking requirements. 
Campervans and converted horseboxes taking most/all parking spaces for full overnight 
parking durations stops this acess and therefore is not, in any way, in the spirit of the TRO. 

Finally, the Government paper ‘Fire Safety Outdoors’ recommends the minimum distance from 
parked cars for those camping/using caravans should be 6 metres to mitigate fire risk. This distance is 
clearly an issue for end-to-end overnight roadside campers along, for example, Avon Run Road. The 
above proposal to address overnight sleeping therefore aligns with government fire safety directives. 

Conclusion 

The issue of overnight sleeping in campervans, horseboxes and roof-top tents arrangements is 
worsening around Friars CliƯ beachside roads. It creates unhygienic practices and leads to 
unpleasant confrontation between campers, residents and those prevented from parking for short 
periods to walk dogs, swim etc. 

It is time to address the issue. 



In this proposal a relatively simple and low-cost way forward is submitted to BCP to erect signage 
that, as a minimum, should discourage overnight sleepers. Implementation is requested for early 
2027 alongside the proposed BCP parking alignment changes, as such concurrent change will reduce 
costs should BCP wish to implement a no overnight sleeping or parking condition at a later stage.  

If BCP adopts this initiative it will have strong support from FCRA and show that BCP is serious 
about supporting residents’ genuine concerns. At the same time, it will improve health and 
safety and create income generation by encouraging overnight sleepers to rightly pay to park in 
designated car parks that have appropriate facilities. The number of coastal councils enforcing a 
no campervan policy has been increasing over the last few years, which is indicative of the 
growing problem. 

 

 

Steve Alves 
Chairman FCRA 
 

 
Paul De Jonghe 
Vice Chairman FCRA 
 

 

 

Copy: 

 Councillor Paul Hilliard 
 Councillor Lesley Dedman 
 Councillor Andy Martin 
 Councillor Stuart Perry 

  



Appendix A 

Proposed Friars CliƯ Roads for signage: 'No sleeping in vehicles 9pm to 6am': 

 

Avon Run Road 
Robins Way 
Friars Wood 
Capesthorne 
Avon Run Close 
Island View Avenue 
Friars Road 
Bure Lane 
Bure Road 
Bure Close 
Glengarry Way 
Vecta Close 
Seafield Road 
Brook Way 
SouthcliƯe Road 
Hynesbury Road 
Saxonford Close 
Seaway Avenue 
East CliƯ Way 
Priors Close 
Medina Way 
Freshwater Road 

 


